THE SULTAN'S SUBJECTS
Turks, particularly in Constantinople, have
curiously European features and complexion.
They are not, of course, pure Osmanli Turks,
and three possible sources of the western strain
suggest themselves: the janissaries, the marches
on Vienna, and the harems of pachas in Bosnia.
In fact, the traveller will find no little difficulty
in distinguishing the Turk from his neighbour.
Only to the expert eye does even the dress
suggest the difference, and language is not
always a guide, since the Karaman Greeks
speak only Turkish (which they write in the
Greek character), and many of the Turks in the
islands know no language but Greek.
The Osmanli Turk is an Asiatic. He won his
footing in Europe by the sword, and kept it
first by the sword and then by diplomacy and
the jealousies of his neighbours, though of late
years in ever-decreasing limits. He is a brave,
if undisciplined, fighter, and an honest neigh-
bour, though both lazy and a fatalist, the two
besetting weaknesses that have been his ruin.
If he has had the Government that he deserves,
then his merits cannot hitherto have been very
great. Yet the nation was sound at the core,
even when the sickness in the ruling classes was
most apparent. Unfortunately, more than
thirty years of one-man rule not only sapped the
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